
MINUTES OF STRATHBLANE P.S. PARENT COUNCIL MEETING – 9/10/14 

 

1. In attendance: Naomi Forsyth, Maree Airlie, Anne Spencer, Helen Treacher, Julie 

Leigh, Chris Breslin, Lisa Hazlehurst, Alan Campbell, Fiona Burns, Nicki Corrigan, 

Mandy Malcomson (clerk) 

 

      Apologies: Katie Goodier, Steven McCooey 

 

Helen opened the meeting. 

 

2. Minutes of last meeting & matters arising:  

Minutes of last meeting were adopted by PC as a true record of the meeting. 

 

 Playground equipment risk assessment will be carried forward to next 
meeting- Katie Goodier was looking into this. 

 Issues with boundary fence- Anne Spencer will send report to Stirling 

Council. Chris Breslin is liaising with school about this. 

 Fundraising & PC information flyer went out on Monday. 

 Parental consent form for photos and videos will not be changed to include 
social media at this stage as forms have already been returned for this year. 

This will be revisited. 

 

3. Feedback on Headteacher recruitment: 

Helen outlined the procedure and interview process. Mrs. Sharon Cassidy was 

appointed but it is unclear when she will be starting.  

 

4. School Update: 

Anne reported the following:- 

 Mr. Gemmill has taken up a post in Kippen PS. Mrs. Nicola McNeill will 
cover P3. Interviews for new staff will take place after October break. 

 Hazel (caterer) has resigned. Meals will be coming from Killearn PS. Post 

has been advertised. 

 Lyndsay Morrison (Active Stirling) has taken up a new position. There were 
questions from the group as to who is now coordinating TOPS sports 

activities. Anne will check on this. 

 Macmillan Coffee Morning raised £381. 

 School activities were outlined, including an author visit, P6 trip to Dynamic 

Earth, Anne Balfour visiting as part of WW1 Centenary village project. 

Anne also thanked Annabel Sharp for her contribution to Katie Morag topic. 

 Plasma screen is installed and is a great success. Anne thanked PC for this. 

 P5’s won the Balfron cluster athletics competition and will go forward to 
next round. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report: 

 Anne will ask Malcolm Ferguson if he will audit PC accounts. 

 It was agreed to ring-fence a further £500 for grounds group for this year. 

 Helen asked if school could come up with priorities for spending. 
Anne/Maree will liaise with staff.  



 Julie suggested that funds were ring-fenced for expendable 
materials/resources later in the year. It was agreed to ring-fence £100 for 

each class (£800 total). 

 Balance - £3000 (approx.) 

 Funding request – Anne asked if PC could pay for PVG check for Kate 
Baxter. This was agreed but group unsure as to whether this was required. 

Mandy will check. 

 

6. Fundraising: 

Nicki reported that Suzy Ure was leaving, with Emma Johnston and Sarah Heather 

remaining. 

There was discussion as to how to get parents to commit to fundraising. Members 

suggested that people taking the lead should only have to commit for 2 years max. 

It was reiterated that there is always a “contingency” budget for Summer Fair 

outgoing expenses. 

Fiona agreed to check how much money was in Parent Council stationery fund. 

Nicki asked as to whether PC covered insurance for possible use of bike track at 

Summer Fair. Helen will check this. 

Hallowe’en Disco has been completely organised. 

Nicki asked if staff would want to make something ‘for sale’ at the Christmas Fair. 

Anne will liaise with staff. 

 

7. Grounds Group: 

Fiona reported on behalf of Katie Goodier. 

She thanked everyone who helped on the last Welly Day. All jobs except the 

drainage ditch were completed. Thanks went to Peter Bendermacher, Rachel Allen 

and those who provided refreshments. 

Fiona asked what nursery staff would want to do with area on newly dismantled 

window seats. Anne will ask them. 

Also group was successful in getting more new trees from the Woodland Trust to 

fill hedge gaps. 

Chris asked for feedback on how new grounds were now being used. Anne reported 

that the children were thoroughly enjoying and making use of the outdoor space. 

There was agreement as to how it has enhanced the school and community. 

 

8. A.O.C.B 

 The PC website needs updating with new members. Helen will liaise with 
Adrian Burns. 

 Helen agreed to attend a PC Forum Meeting on 4/11/14. 

 Alan Campbell said that there had been something in Blane Valley Bulletin 

about fundraising for roof repairs! Alan will look into this. 

 Chris reported that he will hold an ‘informal’ football club after school on 
Mondays (P2-4 only) using footballs bought last year. 

 

9. NEXT MEETING: Thursday 20
th

 November 2014 @ 7:15pm. 

 


