
MINUTES OF STRATHBLANE P.S. PARENT COUNCIL MEETING – 27/01/14 

 

1. In attendance: Helen Treacher, Fiona Burns, Ray Viola, Alan Campbell, Steven 

McCooey, Christopher Breslin, Katie Goodier, Lisa Hazlehurst, Naomi Forsyth, 

Rachel Allen, Sharon Cassidy, Nicki Corrigan, Mandy Malcomson (clerk). 

 

2. Apologies: Anne Spencer, Julie Leigh 

 

Helen opened the meeting, formally welcoming Mrs. Cassidy and Mr. Viola. 

 

3. Minutes of last meeting & matters arising:  

Minutes of last meeting were adopted by PC as a true record of the meeting. 

 

 Clarification about PVG costs with Active Stirling and CDT insurance will be 
carried over to next meeting. ACTION: Anne Spencer 

 Plans are on going for the nursery window area. 

 Bike shelter/storage area will be linked to school travel plan. 
 

4. School update 
Mrs. Cassidy reported the following: 

 Mrs. McGregor is on sick leave. 

 Mr. Viola has been welcomed to the staff. 

 28 children have been enrolled in next year’s Primary 1, therefore composite 
classes may be necessary. Mrs. Cassidy has asked the finance team to review 

this situation and school will look at different resourcing. There was discussion 

about pros and cons of composite classes. Members agreed that parents should 

be made aware of this, emphasising that there would be plenty of consultation. 

 School building- Ian McGee from the School Estate Review Group reported 
repair costs of over £700,000. Over the summer holidays there will be an 

upgrade of toilets, asbestos removal/lowering of ceilings and eventually a new 

central heating system and boiler room.  

 There has been a better intake of school meals – there is now need for a better 

servery. Nursery also needs a new fridge. ACTION: Mrs. Cassidy 

 Stirling Council has passed back cost of repairs to the boundary fence. Chris 
Breslin agreed to respond to the letter. Staff and parents felt that this was a 

health and safety issue. Members suggested that Community Council should 

be involved. Helen agreed to speak to Margaret Vass (chair). ACTION: Chris 

& Helen. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
Fiona reported that the balance is  £1,602.40. 

 

There was discussion about the need to have access to resource materials to 

ENHANCE learning and not pay for basic resources. Members felt that PC could help 

encourage parents to bring basic materials to school. Steven suggested that a ‘topic 

resource list’ could go home to ask for specific resources. Steven also agreed to source 

information about Tesco uniform pricing. ACTION: Steven 

School markings - £741 was raised through sponsorship – lacrosse, hopscotch and 

athletics jump markings will go ahead. Neil Thompson (Active Stirling) has agreed to 



train ‘buddies’ to use markings. There was discussion about an extra event to raise 

additional funds for netball court markings. 

Steven thanked P.E. staff and pupils from Balfron High School for helping with this 

initiative. 

 

6. Fundraising 

Members agreed that a ‘Karaoke’ type community fundraiser might be used to fund 

additional playground markings. Nicki agreed to look at dates. Members agreed to 

help sell tickets. Nicki reported that Suzy Ure would be returning to fundraising 

group. ACTION: Nicki 

 

7. Grounds Group 

 Katie reported that there would be another ‘Spring Welly Day’ for 
maintenance. A small fundraiser will be organised for P1 and P7 to raise 

money for raised beds. 

 Rachel Allen and Naomi Forsyth said that they would appreciate a parent 

volunteer for Green Flag Committee. 

 Members suggested that Waitrose could be approached as a school sponsor 
when it opens in Milngavie. 

 Mrs. Cassidy reported that ROSPA have also raised concerns about the tunnels 
in the playground. Stirling Council has condemned the large tunnel. Grounds 

Group is awaiting full clarification before starting modifications. 

 

8. Long Term Priorities 

 Mrs. Cassidy reported that school has been reviewed by Stirling Council ICT 

team – a wireless system will be installed – no date yet. Mrs. Cassidy spoke to 

Phil Slaven re: ICT education who indicated that some funding might be 

available in future. A laptop trolley would cost approx. £600. Stirling Council 

contractors have given a choice of two laptops for consideration. 

 ‘Food for Thought’ cookers require extra wiring at a cost to the school. 

 There is now a planned programme of upgrading resources. PC agreed to fund 
£800 for general school resources. 

 

9. School Travel Plan 

Mrs. Cassidy reported that all schools would be submitting proposals by June. 

Questionnaire is ready to go out to parents. Chris Breslin agreed to liaise with school 

and community groups in order to increase chances of Sustrans funding. This will 

include bike shed/storage. Mr. Viola suggested the use of junior road safety officers. 

ACTION: Chris & Mrs. Cassidy 

 

 

10. A.O.C.B 

 Helen has submitted information about how the Parent Council operates to 
next Blane Valley Bulletin. She reported that Margaret Vass has responded to 

the School Estate Report by writing to Michael Boyle (Stirling Council). The 

Community Council are keen to push an Eco Community School agenda.  

 Lisa Hazlehurst has written first draft of PC Newsletter. 

 Summer Fair will be held on 1
st
 Saturday in June 2015. 

 

11. Next Meeting:  TUESDAY 10
th

 MARCH @ 7:15pm. 


