
Dear Parents/ Carers 

Uniform 

Thank you for all the donations of school uniform. Staff will put the items outside after school 

every DRY day from Monday of next week. Please help yourself and make a donation to 

school funds via the donation box. 

Most parents have now ordered their replacement sweatshirts, polo shirts and House T-

shirts for next session.  

Please note the requirements for other uniform items 

 Skirts/pinafores/trousers/shorts for school should be grey 

 Leggings, shorts or sweatpants for PE should be plain black. 

 Footwear should be black. Black trainers are acceptable. 

 

Fundraising 

Après Ski 

A very big thank you to the parents who ran the Après Ski event and all who sponsored or 

supported the event in any way. The school has been gifted £7000 to purchase two new 

smart touchscreen whiteboards next academic session. This is very much appreciated. 

Summer Fair 

Congratulations to the PC fundraisers and volunteers led by Gemma Smith for organising a 

great Summer Fair again this year.  Thankfully, the rain stayed away and everyone was able 

to enjoy the stalls and events. A huge amount of work went in to making this a fun day for 

everyone. Thank you to all who attended, contributed or helped in any way. A huge thanks to 

Mr Bendermacher for his hard work support with the event. 

The Fair raised a superb £1564.  

A special thank you goes to Gemma Smith for her contribution to Strathblane Primary 

School and Nursery Class over the last four years as lead fundraiser. Her hard work and 

enthusiasm has been much appreciated by staff, children and parents. 

 

Christmas Every Day!  
 
We have been truly overwhelmed by the support of our community over recent weeks. Every 
single day multiple Amazon packages have been arriving which have been opened with 
great excitement by children and staff alike! Thank you so much to all those who have given 
so generously in this way. We thought we would try out a new approach this year and it’s 
been a real success. Our gym cupboard has been kitted out in a way that it never has 
before. Many of the packages have arrived with no names so we have been unable to 
personally say thank you but please be assured of our gratitude. It has been such a privilege 
to watch the children choose the items they wanted, raise the money, train for the cross 
country to earn the money, to see the packages coming in each day and open with 
excitement. They have complete ownership over “their things” which they will get to use over 
the years in P.E. 
 
Thank you to all who have contributed in any way. It is very much appreciated. 
 
 



Strips Sponsorship  
 
Thank you so much to two members of our community who responded to our appeals for 
sponsorship for new school strips. Ross Nicholl, one of our parents, generously donated 
£300 through his company, The Wooden Floor Store to fund our strips. The company logo 
will be proudly displayed on our strips. 
 
Norman Hamilton, who lives in the village also responded to our appeal for help and told us 
about a grant we could apply for through the Western Recreational Trust. We applied for 
£2000 and heard this morning that we have been awarded the full amount! This will buy us 
kit for an additional netball team, 3 football teams and cross country vests.  
We are delighted that our children will be able to represent the school with pride at all the 
sports events that we attend in future 
 
Thank you to those who contributed or assisted us with our fundraising.  
 
 

 
 

Bursting with pride 
 
 
Robot Workshop  
 
P3 and P4 were extremely lucky to be able to take part in a robotics workshop delivered by 
John McGill from Computer Xplorers. The first part of the day was spent learning about 
robotics and how to make motors. Next, the children had to learn how to follow the 
instructions and code the robots. In the afternoon sessions, the children were given more 
choice and allowed to select their own robots to make. Many groups made robots that 
interacted with each other. They learned how to alter the code and design to make their 



robots complete different tasks. Several children described the day as the best day of their 
lives!  
 
Thank you to Craig Melville, a parent, who helped to organise the workshops through 

Glasgow University. 

 

 

Netball and Football 

Primary 6 and 7 pupils have taken part in the Strathendrick League for football and netball. 

Miss Allen and Mrs McCormick have coached both teams and they have won the leagues! A 

trophy will be presented to the teams on Monday 24th June for each sport. On this day, they 

will also play in the Strathendrick Tournament and have a chance for the clean sweep of 

trophies which has never happened before. This is a massive achievement for our teams 

and shows the commitment that the children have put in to their training.  

Lacrosse 

On Saturday 22nd June, Mrs Bairner (lacrosse coach) will take the school lacrosse team to 

Sheffield for the weekend, to represent Scotland in the British Lacrosse Championships. The 

team will represent the country after winning the Scottish Lacrosse Championships earlier 

this year. Thank you to Mr Livingstone from JHL Communications for sponsoring the team 

and covering the full cost of the ‘Team Scotland’ kit. 

I have again requested funding from Stirling Council to support our Lacrosse Team with their 

‘Away’ trip. We have been awarded £1,000 towards the cost. (We also received £1,000 last 

year and £500 the year before). The generous contribution to the trip is much appreciated.  

 

Track and Field Championships 

12 pupils from P7 and P6 were selected to participate in this year’s Stirling Track and Field 

Championships. Our school athletics team finished 3rd out of 26 schools in Stirling. 

Congratulations to CB (P7) for achieving Gold and a new ‘Stirling track and field 

championship record’ in the turbo javelin, FK (P7) who achieved Gold in the shot put, OH 

(P7) who achieved Silver in the girls shot putt and KB (P7) who achieved Bronze in the girls 

javelin event. Thank you to P7 parent Gill McLean who has helped Mrs Bairner coach the 

team at the lunchtime athletics club.  



               

Strathblane’s Got Talent 

The P7 House and Vice Captains presented this year’s annual Strathblane’s Got Talent 

‘house’ talent contest. The selected judges from P1 to P7 had a tough job deciding the 

overall winners. Congratulations to EW (P7) who achieved the winning trophy for his dance 

act. This was closely followed by SG (P3) for singing and GC (P6) on the piano. Well done to 

all 15 finalists! 

                 

                                 

ADDITIONAL INSET DAYS 

Scottish Government has set two additional Staff In-service Training Days for academic 

session August 2019-June 2020. 

These additional days will be Tuesday 20th of August 2019 and Friday 1st May 2020. Staff 

will be in school but children do not attend on those days. 

This information is available on the school website however I want to alert you to the fact 

that the children will return on Wednesday 21st August this year and not Tuesday 20th as per 

previous holiday lists. 

Holiday lists on Stirling Council website will be updated to show the changes. We also attach 

a copy to print off. 

 

Nursery 
 
Change in hours 

Please see below information we received from Judy Edwards (Service Manager Early 
Years and Early Intervention, Stirling Council) 
 
As a result of the additional inset days, the current provision of 600 hours equating to 3 

hours and 10 minutes over 190 days cannot continue.  We now need to deliver 600 hours 

over 188 days which means there is a shortfall of 4 hours and 40 minutes over the 



year.  The simplest way to do this is to increase the session time to be 3 hours and 11 and a 

half minutes. This change will only be for session 2019-2020. 

Our sessions for next year will be: 

Am: 8:45 – 11:56½am 

Pm: 12:30 – 15:41½pm 

Full day: 8:45 – 15:08pm 

Fees 

There is an increase to nursery fees effective from August 2019.  The new rate will be £3.10 
per hour.  
 
Staffing 

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Kate Weaver as our acting Senior Early Childhood 
Educator for session 2019-20.  Mrs Weaver will work Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
with us. Miss Eilidh Buchanan also joins us as an Early Childhood Educator and will work 
Monday – Friday mornings.  Miss Buchanan has worked with us over the last session and 
we look forward to having her with us for next year. 
 
Ms Lauren Kelly will be our nursery teacher for next year.  The model for nursery teachers is 
changing in Stirling and instead of a teacher being in a nursery for a long block once a year 
they will come more frequently for shorter periods of time.  Ms Kelly will be with us from 
August to October and then January to February and finally May to June.  
 
We are all looking forward to working with new members of staff. 
 
As you are aware Mrs Kirsty Sinclair concludes her secondment to our nursery class in June 
as planned. We wish to thank her for her hard work and enthusiasm during her secondment 
and offer our congratulations for achieving promotion in her own nursery. 
 
Nursery Extension Update 
 
The nursery class refurbishment, nursery extension and new staff entrance to the school will 
start in October 2019. This will involve significant disruption however it is necessary to create 
the improved space required for our nursery to move to a full year provision in August 2020. 
 
To limit the disruption to the children in P1 and the Nursery Class modular units will be 
placed on the ground outside the P7 classroom, near the fire pit area at the front of the 
building and both P1 and the nursery children will be decanted to these until the works are 
completed.  
I have requested that the modular units be here for August 2019 however as there are cost 
implications for the local authority it is likely that they will be set up in October just prior to 
work commencing. 
 
 
 

Reminder 

I know that you have had the ‘Diary Dates’ for some time now and that this information is 

also available on the website, however I  would like to remind you that our Leaver’s 

Assembly is on Thursday 27th June 1.45pm and all are  welcome to attend!  

 



School Lunches 

Please ensure all outstanding school dinners are paid for by the end of term.  

 

P6 Residential – Ardroy Outdoor Centre 

The P6 residential visit will be from Monday 10th February – Friday 14th February 2020. 

Further details regarding payments will be issued on our return in August. 

 

Go Green Day 

To celebrate achieving our second Green Eco Flag Mrs Dolan and the Eco Team organised 

a Go Green Day where the staff and children wore green and enjoyed 

some outdoor activities 

Our second Green Flag. Well done everyone! 

 

 

Here are some pictures of the Go Green Day,  ‘Transient Art’ created by 

the children who worked in small teams and used what they could find in the school grounds 

for their design.  It was a lovely day and the children enjoyed the activities. 

 

 

        

 



       

 

        

 

    

  

 

 

House Captains and Vice Captains  

Well done to all of the P6 children who put themselves forward for the Captains and Vice 

Captains elections. There were some fabulous posters made by the children and put on 

display over the last two weeks. The children then did their ‘pitch’ to all the children in their 

‘House’ and were then voted for. 

Edenkill – Jack Smith and Kiera Brogan 

Netherton – Toby Goodier and Robbie Cranna 

Mugdock – Kara Dawson and Peter Hoyle 



Congratulations to the successful candidates. I will meet with them when we return in August 

to discuss their ‘contract’ and issue their badges. 

Thank you to the children who were not successful but showed great sportsmanship by 

congratulating those who were. 

 

Thankyou 

As we finish for the summer break I would like to say thank you to the whole staff team for 

their hard work, enthusiasm and outstanding commitment to the children of Strathblane.  

Thank you to our families for their support, and to our children who make us proud. 

Good luck to our leavers as they move on to their new schools and our nursery children who 

are preparing to start primary one in August. 

 

 

 

End of Term 

School closes on Friday 28th June for the summer holidays. Children should be collected at 

12.15pm. 

On this day  

 All children may dress down on the final day. 

 Only AFTERNOON nursery children attend. 

 All children will be given a Mr Whippy ice cream as an end of term treat by the 

school. Children with recorded ‘dairy intolerance’ will be given an alternative. 

 

I look forward to welcoming everyone back to nursery/school on WEDNESDAY 21st August 

at 9am. 

Buddy reminder 

P7 should line up with their new P1 buddy on the first morning back and take them into their 

classroom when the bell rings. P1 families are welcome to come in to the main school hall 

for a cuppa and wait to be taken to see their child settle in class and take a photo before 

leaving. 

 

Have a lovely summer. 

Yours sincerely 

K S Cassidy 

Head Teacher 

 

 


